@ GaC =

GOVERNMENTAL AFFATRS COMMITTEE

MEMORANDUM E CALL TO ACTION (Amended *)

TO: General Membership of FAMA and FEMSA

FROM: FAMA/FEMSA Governmental Affairs Committee

DATE: July 20, 2007

RE: Senate Action Slated for Fire Grants/SAFER Programs

The Senate is scheduled to debate the FY08 Homeland Security appropriations bill,
S.1644, on the floor the week of the 23™ of July. This bill proposes setting spending levels for the
Fire Assistance Grants program at $560 million as well as Staffing Adequate Fire and
Emergency Response (SAFER) program at $140 million for the coming fiscal year.

It is now very important that you contact your senators in Congress and
explain how vital the Fire Grants program is to protecting and equipping the
nationOs first respondersWe encourage you to call your senators as soon as
possible to convey your support of the Fire Grants program.

If you do not have their direct telephone number, we encourage you to use the
congressional directories you received from FAMA/FEMSA. You can also visit the Senate web
site at www.senate.gov to obtain this information. The Senate operator can be reached at 202-
224-3121.

In the FY2008 budget released in February, the White House proposed cutting funding to
the Assistance to Firefighters Grants program by almost half, to $300 million from the $547
million appropriated for the current fiscal year of 2007. The House bill, HR.2638, funds the
Assistance to Firefighters Grants program at $570 million, an increase by $23 million over last
year. The House bill also funds the SAFER program at $230 million, an increase by $115 million
over last year. The bill passed the House by 268 to 150. The Senate is also proposing to increase
funding for these critical programs as well.

* There is a possibility several amendments could be proposed regarding increased funding
for fire and emergency services during the Senate debate on S. 1644. While we do not expect
any controversial amendments, the FAMA/FEMSA Government Affairs Committee will be
monitoring the debate and will keep members informed of any developments.

We invite you and strongly encourage you to contact your senators to express your
support for the Fire Grants program.

DON’T FORGET HILL DAY _ - SEPTEMBER 27"
TO VISIT YOUR MEMBERS OF CONGRESS IN WASHINGTON, DC
Watch for detailed information coming your way next week.
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