
July 23, 2007
TO: Illinois Fire Service Leaders

FROM:  Paul C. Darley, Co-Chair, Illinois Home Day Event
   Larry Walsh, Co-Chair, Illinois Home Day Event
   Janet Wilmoth, Co-Chair, Illinois Home Day Event

Cc: Fire Apparatus Manufacturers Association (FAMA)
Fire and Emergency Manufacturers and Services Association (FEMSA)

   International Association of Fire Chiefs (IAFC)
              National Volunteer Fire Council (NVFC)
              Congressional Fire Services Institute (CFSI)

SUBJ:   Illinois Fire Service ÒHome DayÓ Ð September 6, 2007
 
Dear Illinois Fire Service Leader,

The Fire Apparatus Manufacturers Association (FAMA) and the Fire and
Emergency Manufacturers and Services Association (FEMSA) have tasked their
membership with taking a more aggressive approach with our U.S. Legislators to
help ensure that the needs of the fire service are heard and addressed in
Washington.

Based on the success of the Illinois Fire Caucus and the Illinois Congressional
Delegation in Washington, we are proud to partner with the Illinois Fire Services
Association (IFSA), and numerous other Illinois Fire Service Organizations to
present a strong and more united voice in Washington D.C.  Last year we had a
great kick off to our event with over 135 fire service leaders in attendance at our
Home DayÉhopefully we can grow this event even more in 2007.

We have selected September 6, 2007 for our Illinois Fire Service Home Day.
We will hold the meeting in conjunction with the Illinois Metropolitan Fire Chiefs
meeting. While events are planned throughout the day, we are asking for our
Congressmen and their staff to attend from 11:30 AM Ð 1:00 PM in Addison.  It will
be held at Empress Banquets, 200 E. Lake Street in Addison, IL.

As you will read in the attached information, the FIRE ACT Grant Funding is facing
a significant cut for 2008. We must work together and bring this to the attention of
our Congressional leadership in Illinois. We need your help and participation in this
effort!  We are asking you to do two things:

1. Attend our Home Day Event on September 6, 2007
2. Contact your local US Congressional Representative and
encourage them to attend our Home Day and support the Fire Act

      



Please e-mail either cmaloy@bedfordparkfd.org or charleneswintek@darley.com
to confirm your attendance at one of the above events no later than August 27.

The Home Day Steering Committee will extend formal invitations to our US
Congressional Leaders (Via the enclosed letter).To reinforce the urgency of this
effort, it is extremely important for your fire department to establish relationships
with your Congressional offices, both your US and State Representatives, as well
as the members of their staff.  You can easily access your legislators by visiting:
www.congress.org.

Attached you will find a "Home Day" package that we are using to address the
pressing issue of restoring the Fire Act Funding. A complete press package will be
sent to all local newspapers, radio and television stations.

The FAMA/FEMSA/IFSA Home Day Steering Committee has aligned in this effort
with the Congressional Fire Services Institute (CFSI), International Association of
Fire Chiefs (IAFC) and the National Volunteer Fire Council (NVFC) who have
agreed to partner with us and participate in our Home Day event. They will help us
present a unified voice in our efforts to send our fire service message to members
of Congress in Illinois, and will assist in promoting our event.

As stakeholders involved in the Illinois fire and emergency services, we are unified
in our concern for ongoing federal support for the safety of first responders and the
vitality of our businesses within the community.  We can not assume that the
strong congressional support we have enjoyed in the past will continue in the
future -- please act today. We hope to see you on September 6, along with other
Illinois Fire Service Leaders.

Sincerely,

      
Paul C. Darley Larry Walsh     Janet Wilmoth
President President     Editorial Director
W.S. Darley & Co Illinois Fire Services Assoc.    Fire Chief Magazine
Co-Chair, IL Home Day  Co-Chair, IL Home Day       Co-Chair, IL Home Day



   Illinois Member Companies Supporting this Home Day Effort  

Member Company
Illinois Headquarters
Location

Federal Signal Corporation University Park
Fire Chief Publications Chicago
Homeland Protection
Professional Western Springs
Paratech Incorporated Frankfort
W.S. Darley & Co. Melrose Park
Air One Equipment, Inc. South Elgin
Alexis Fire Equipment Co. Alexis
Amkus, Inc. Downers Grove
C.E. Niehoff & Company Evanston
Caterpillar, Inc. Mossville
Groves Incorporated McHenry
Intellitec Products LLC Lombard
King-Fisher Company Wheeling
Motorola Schaumburg
Norcross Safety Products LLC Rock Island
RealWheels Cover Co. Gurnee
SCBAS, Inc. Washington
Telma Retarder, Inc. Elk Grove
Towers Fire Apparatus Co. Freeburg

Illinois Fire Service Organizations Supporting this Home Day Effort

Illinois Fire Service Organizations
Associated Firefighters of Illinois
City of Chicago Fire Department
Du Page Fire Chiefs Association
Great Lakes Division - IAFC
Illinois Assoc. of Fire Prot. Districts
Illinois Fire Chiefs Association
Illinois Fire Inspectors Associations
Illinois Fire Service Institute
Illinois Fire Services Association
Illinois Firefighters Association
Illinois Professional Fire Fighters
Illinois Fire Safety Alliance
Illinois Society of Fire Service Instructors
Illinois State Fire Marshals Office
Metropolitan Fire Chiefs Association of
Illinois
Mutual Aid ox Alarm Systems (MABAS)
Northern Alliance of Fire Prot Districts



HOMEDAY STEERING COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Bernie Arends
President
Illinois Fire Inspectors
Association
barends@glenview.il.us

Roger Bassett
Executive Director
DuPage County Fire Chiefs
bassettr@flash.net

Bob Bettenhausen
Fire Marshal  
Tinley Park Fire Department
rbettenhausen@tinleypark.org

Gregory Berk
Fire Chief
Wheaton Fire Dept
gberk@wheaton.il.us

Bob Buhs
Director
Illinois Fire Chiefs Association
ifca@firechiefs.org
 
Terry Cox
Executive Director
Il Professional Fire Fighters
Assoc
Y2k1127@aol.com

Paul Darley
President
W.S. Darley & Co.
pauldarley@darley.com

Michael Dillon
President
Illinois Association of Fire
Protection Districts
mmdillon14@sbcglobal.net

Chief William Doherty
President
Metropolitan Fire Chiefs
wdoherty@rpfpd.com

Jim Eggert
Fire Chief
River Forest Fire Dept
jeggert@river-forest.us
 
Michael Figolah
President
Illinois Fire Safety Alliance
mfigolah@mountprospect.org

David Foreman
Fire Marshall
Illinois Fire MarshallÕs Office

Richard Jaehne
Director,
Illinois Fire Services Institute
University of Illinois
jaehne@fsi.uiuc.edu
 
Senator William R. "Bill" Haine
D-District 56 Alton
haine@senatedem.state.il.us

Thomas Hite
President
Il. Society of Fire Service

Mike Kopp
Fire Chief
Elmhurst Fire Dept
mike.kopp@elmhurst.org
 
Mr. Rick Merrill
President
Associated Fire Fighters of IL
mmerrill@affi-iaff.org

Don Mobley
President
Metro Chiefs Association of IL
chief@grayslakefire.com
 
Representative Don Moffitt
Chairman Ill State Fire Caucus
Illinois State Senate
moffitt@grics.net

Tony Parino
Publisher
Homeland Security Magazine
tony@hppmag.com
  
Jay Reardon
President
MABAS
reardon@northbrook.il.us

Senator Dan Rutherford
R-District 53
Chenoa
danrutherford@danrutherford.com

John Schuldt
President
Illinois Fire Chiefs Associate
ifca@firecheifs.org
  
Representative Michael K. Smith
D-District 91

John Swan
President
Il. Fire Fighters Association
colonachief@aol.com

Dick Swanson
Metro Paramedic Services
rrswanee@aol.com
 
Larry Walsh
Chairman
Illinois Fire Services Association
lwalshifsa@aol.com
 
Bob Welding
Chief Executive Officer
Federal Signal
rwelding@federalsignal.com
 
Janet Wilmoth
Editorial Director
Fire Chief Magazine
janet@firechief.com



July 23, 2007

The Honorable [Representative or SenatorÕs Name]
United States [House of Representatives/Senate]
Washington, D.C.  20515

Dear [Representative/Senator & Last Name]:

On September 6, 2007, at 11:30 AM Ð 1:30 the Illinois Fire Service will host a
ÒHome DayÓ. We are writing to invite you, your staff and other congressional
representatives from Illinois to meet our members.  Last year we had over 135 fire
service leaders in attendance at our First Annual Home DayÉwe expect even
greater attendance this year.

While events are planned throughout the day, we are asking for our Congressional
representatives and your staff to attend from 11:30 AM Ð 1:00 PM in Addison.  It
will be held at Empress Banquets, 200 E. Lake Street in Addison, IL.

You will have the opportunity to introduce yourself over 100 fire service leaders,
and 25 heads of manufacturers who represent over 100,000 employees in the
state of Illinois. Brief presentations will be followed by lunch.

This event is sponsored by the Illinois Fire Services Association, Fire Apparatus
ManufacturersÕ Association (FAMA) and the Fire and Emergency Manufacturers
and Services Association (FEMSA), which are nonprofit membership associations
for the fire service, manufacturers and service providers of the fire and emergency
services industry.

These three organizations have united to reach out to members of Congress and
their staff to build awareness of the industry and to offer its resources to you and
your offices. We have also formed alliances with the International Association of
Fire Chiefs (IAFC), the National Volunteer Fire Council (NVFC), and the
Congressional Fire Services Institute (CFSI), who will co-host this event along with
the FAMA and FEMSA companies.

We are asking for your continued support for full funding of the Assistance to
Firefighters Grants program, administered by the Department of Homeland
Security.  Since its inception in 2001, the Fire Grants program has delivered over
$4 billion in support to the nationÕs fire service.  This money has helped tens of
thousands of fire departments nationwide properly equip and support their
firefighters, purchase desperately needed fire trucks, and serve and protect the
public.

The Fire Grants program is currently authorized by Congress through 2010 for



$1 billion per year.  This fiscal year, 2007, Congress appropriated just over half this
authorized amountÑ$547 million. In his budget request for fiscal year 2008, the
President recommended cutting the Fire Grants program even further to only $300
million.

Fires kill more Americans each year than all other natural disasters combined. As
recently as 2005, in fact, nearly 4,000 Americans lost their lives as a result of fire.
The nationÕs 1.1 million firefighters together battle a reported 1.6 million blazes a
year, saving not only lives but billions of dollars in property.  In total, the nationÕs
firefighters respond to over 24 million calls a year, including fires, medical
emergencies and rescue operations.

In short, the fire service is vital to AmericaÕs security, and the Fire Grants program
is essential to the nationÕs firefighters.  For these reasons, we ask for your support
to fully fund the Assistance to Firefighters Grants and all programs designed to
equip, train, and protect the nationÕs first responders.

Thank you for your service to our state and our nation, and for your support of the
Assistance to Firefighters Grants program.

We will contact your scheduler in the next few days to discuss the date and time
noted above. If you have any questions, please contact Paul Darley at 708-345-
8050 or pauldarley@darley.com.  We are hopeful we can host you, your staff, and
other state representatives for a visit on September 6, 2007.

Sincerely,

      
Paul C. Darley Larry Walsh     Janet Wilmoth
President President     Editorial Director
W.S. Darley & Co Illinois Fire Services Assoc.    Fire Chief Magazine
Co-Chair, IL Home Day  Co-Chair, IL Home Day       Co-Chair, IL Home Day


